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(2) At the option of the owner and 
subject to the approval of the Com-
mandant a lower deck may be des-
ignated as the freeboard deck, if it is a 
complete and permanent deck contin-
uous in a fore and aft direction at least 
between the machinery space and peak 
bulkheads and continuous 
athwartships; 

(3) When this lower deck is stepped 
the lowest line of the deck and the con-
tinuation of that line parallel to the 
upper part of the deck is taken as the 
freeboard deck. 

(i) Superstructure means a deck struc-
ture on the freeboard deck, extending 
from side to side of the ship or with the 
side plating not being inboard of the 
shell plating more than 4 percent of the 
breadth (B). A raised quarterdeck is a 
superstructure. 

(j) Enclosed superstructure means a su-
perstructure with enclosing bulkheads. 

(k) Height of a superstructure means 
the least vertical height measured at 
side from the top of the superstructure 
deck beams to the top of the freeboard 
deck beams. 

(l) Length of a superstructure (S) 
means the mean length of the part of 
the superstructure which extends to 
the sides of the vessel and lies within 
the length (L). 

(m) Flush deck ship means a ship that 
has no superstructure on the freeboard 
deck. 

(n) Weathertight means that in any 
sea conditions water will not penetrate 
into the ship. 

(o) Watertight means designed to 
withstand a static head of water. 

(p) Exposed positions means exposed 
to weather and sea. 

(q) Intact bulkhead with respect to su-
perstructure means a bulkhead with no 
openings. 

(r) Steel means steel and materials 
with which structures can be made 
equivalent to steel with respect to such 
parameters as yield strength, total de-
flection, flexural life, or resistance to 
galvanic or stress corrosion. 

§ 45.5 Seasonal application of load 
lines. 

For the purposes of the law and regu-
lations prohibiting submergence of 
load lines (46 U.S.C. 88c; 46 CFR 42.07– 
10), the fresh water and salt water load 

lines marked under this part apply dur-
ing the following seasons: 

(a) Summer load lines apply April 16 
through April 30 and September 16 
through September 30. 

(b) Except for hopper dredges oper-
ating at working freeboards in accord-
ance with subpart C of part 44 of this 
chapter, the Assigning Authority may 
not allow for lesser freeboards. 

(c) Intermediate load lines apply Oc-
tober 1 through October 31 and April 1 
through April 15. 

(d) Winter load lines apply November 
1 through March 31. 

§ 45.9 Seasonal application of load 
lines for vessels not marked under 
this part. 

(a) For the purposes of the law and 
regulations prohibiting submergence of 
load lines (46 U.S.C. 88c; 46 CFR 42.07– 
10) the marks assigned to vessels hold-
ing international load line certificates 
apply during the following seasons: 

(1) Vessels assigned freeboards as new 
vessels under the International Load 
Line Convention, 1966— 

(i) Winter—November 1 through 
March 31. 

(ii) Summer—April 1 through April 30 
and October 1 through October 31. 

(iii) Tropical—May 1 through Sep-
tember 30; 

(2) Vessels assigned freeboards as ex-
isting vessels under the International 
Load Line Convention, 1966— 

(i) Winter—November 1 through 
March 31; 

(ii) Summer—April 1 through April 30 
and October 1 through October 31; 

(iii) Tropical—September 16 through 
September 30; 

(iv) Tropical Fresh—May 1 through 
September 15. 

(b) Except for hopper dredges oper-
ating at working freeboards in accord-
ance with subpart C of part 44 of this 
chapter, the Assigning Authority may 
not allow for lesser freeboards. 

[CGD 73–49R, 38 FR 12290, May 10, 1973, as 
amended by CGD 76–080, 54 FR 36977, Sept. 6, 
1989] 

§ 45.11 Issue of load line certificate. 
(a) A vessel 79 feet in length and 

more, and 150 gross tons or over, the 
keel of which is laid or which has 
reached a similar stage of construction 
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